
How to Sign Up & Start Your
WordPress Blog with Bluehost

WordPress has been recommending Bluehost for blog hosting since
2005. With 1-click WordPress installation, 24/7 support, and a super
affordable rate, this is a great option for building your first website or
blog.  
 
We recommend it because it is the host we use and we’ve been very
happy with it. If you use the link below, we will get a commission at
no additional cost to you. 
Click here to –> go to Bluehost <– and start your own blog. (The
link will open in a new window so you can reference these instructions
as you work.) Just click the green “Get Started Now” button.

Don’t worry if the images you see here vary slightly from the ones you
see on your screen. The process is the same. Bluehost is always
tweaking and making site improvements.

http://www.bluehost.com/track/chickerystravels/


Select a Plan
Choose the plan you’d like to start with by clicking one of the green
“select” buttons. Please note that while the pricing indicates “starting
at” $3.95, it is based on paying for 3 years at the time of purchase.
You can choose to pay for one year at the time of purchase, but that
first basic level is $5.95 for that duration.



Enter your domain name
Now enter the domain name you selected in Day 2 of the course.

Add-ons
You don’t really need to get any of the add-ons now unless you
really want them. If you choose one, many folks choose the domain
privacy so your registration details aren’t available to anyone who
looks them up. I didn’t choose that and got quite a few spam phone
calls the first few weeks, but after that they stopped.

Payment Info
Now, you’ll need to enter your payment information. And just let me
point out here that Bluehost does have a guarantee. Full refunds are
available in the first 30 days (minus the cost of domains if cancelled
after 3 days) and you can get a prorated refund at any time.



Choose your password
After your purchase is complete, you’ll be asked to choose a
password. Just click the “Create your password” button to choose a
secure password.

Click log in and you’re on your way!!



Set up your website
Now you’re ready to use WordPress and it is simple and easy to set
up. In fact, you’ll see an option to get started with a theme right
away. However, I’d actually recommend skipping these free themes
right now and using the default (also free).  

Just click “Skip this step” at the bottom of the screen. Why? Because
many free themes are not kept updated. Outdated themes leave
holes that hackers can exploit and are not worth the risk. 

We’re going to discuss how to find a suitable free theme in Day 4 of
the course. 

The theme that comes pre-installed will work for now. You can
switch to a different theme once you’re set up and more familiar with
WordPress. That will also give you time to research the creator of
the theme to decide if they are right for you. 

Click on "Start Building" to log in to WordPress 



WordPress Dashboard
Take a little time to get to know your dashboard. This is what is
known as the back end of your website. At this point you can choose
three options: Business, Persona, or I don’t need help. 

I prefer the latter because it lets you start with a clean slate. But if
you want some additional prompts, choose one of the others. 

The beauty here is that nothing is irrevocable. You can always
make changes. So don’t be afraid to experiment!  



When to launch your site?
In the image below pay attention to that first box: Launch your site.
Until you click Launch, no one can access your site and you can
play around with the look of it all you want! 

I recommend setting up your initial navigation and a few blog posts
before you launch. We’ll cover how to create pages and blog posts
throughout the remainder of the free blogging course. 


